Before Brown v. Board of Education:
Mexican Americans’ Fight Against School Segregation

Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™

Compelling What strategies did Mexican Americans use to fight back against school segregation before the landmark
Question Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court case?

U.S. History

USH.22A Identify and analyze methods of expanding the right to participate in the democratic process,
including lobbying, non-violent protesting, litigation, and amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

Mexican American Studies
Standards and

- (4) History. The student understands the causes and impact of the Mexican American civil rights movement
ractices

from the 1930s to 1975. The student is expected to:

e (A) explain the significance of the following events as turning points relevant to Mexican American
history: U.S. entry into World War I, Bracero Program, Longoria Affair, Operation Wetback,
Herndndez v. Texas, Brown v. Board of Education, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of
1965, Farmworkers strike and boycott, and establishment of La Raza Unida Party;

1. Before students enter, have copies of the See, Think, Wonder Worksheet (page 4 of this document) set
out at each table
2. Project the image: Scene with signs for White Clinic and Mexican & Colored Clinic waiting rooms for
students
a. Adownloaded version is included on the worksheet, however it is not very high quality so |
suggest either giving students the link or projecting the photo from the link so that students
can zoom in
3. Have students complete the “see” section of the chart, share with a partner or their table, then choose
a few students to share out with the whole class

Staging the
Question

a. Repeat this with the “think” and “wonder” sections

Possible Transition: As you can see, Mexican Americans were also segregated from White Americans in public
spaces such as doctor’s offices, restaurants, pools, schools. You have probably learned about the ways African
Americans fought back against segregation and the landmark Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Education,
which officially ended school segregation across the United States. Less known is how Mexican Americans also
fought back against school segregation using similar methods of litigation and support from civil rights
organizations. In this lesson, we are going to learn how Mexican Americans fought to end school segregation
before Brown v. Board officially declared school segregation based on race unconstitutional across the country.

Supporting Supporting Supporting

Question 1 Question 2 Question 3
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https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/images/id/4237/rec/10

What role did court cases such as Mendez
v. Westminster and Delgado v. Bastrop ISD
play in ending school segregation for
Mexican Americans?

What role did the civil rights organization,
LULAC, play in ending school segregation
for Mexican Americans?

What other ways did Mexican
Americans fight back against school
segregation?

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Students will complete the court case
graphic organizer as they read/listen to
each source.

Students will SOAPS as they look over
the primary source documents.

Students will answer the guiding
questions while they watch the video.

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Court Case Graphic Organizer (Page 5 of
this document)

NPR audio with Sylvia Mendez: “No
Mexicans Allowed: School Segregation in
the Southwest”

Primary sources from each court case, on
pages 6-7 of this document

Newsela Article on Delgado v. Bastrop ISD
(All HISD teachers have access to Newsela

and can change the text reading level)

For extra support in understanding the
rulings of each case, have students check
the “Case Summary” and “Decision” on
Oyez for each case.

Mendez v. Westminster

Delgado v. Bastrop ISD

SOAPS: The Role of LULAC Graphic
Organizer (Page 8 of this document)

LULAC Letter and Meeting Minutes, on
pages 9-10 of this document

Segregation in California: Separate
Schools for Mexicans and Whites
Guiding Questions (Page 11 of this
document)

PBS video with Jessica Alba:

Segregation in California: Separate
Schools for Mexicans and Whites

Summative Argument

Performance Task

Question: What strategies were most useful to Mexican Americans fighting against school
segregation in places like California and Texas? Why were these strategies effective?

Directions: Write a one paragraph response to the question above using evidence from the
primary and secondary sources provided.

Possible Addition: Have students share their paragraph with a partner.
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https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest
https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest
https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest
https://newsela.com/read/lib-texas-court-delgado-v-bastrop-isd/id/2001033881/?preventRedirect=true
https://oyezoyezohyay.org/mendez-v-westminster-1946/
https://oyezoyezohyay.org/delgado-v-bastrop-1948/
https://houstonpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.ca-seg/segregation-in-california-separate-schools-for-mexicans-and-whites/
https://houstonpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.ca-seg/segregation-in-california-separate-schools-for-mexicans-and-whites/

Discussion Questions:
1. Why do you think education was such an important issue within the fight for civil
Extension rights?
2. How does this topic relate to African Americans’ fight for civil rights? What
similarities and differences do you notice?

Understand: What issues are still present today for Mexican Americans and other Latino Americans in
education?

LA eldnce B Assess: What groups or organizations are fighting against these issues? What strategies are they using? Are
Action they having success?

Act: Bring attention to the issue you found, contact civil rights groups, elected officials, etc. to have your
voice heard on the issue.
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Image Analysis: See, Think, Wonder: Use the image to complete the chart below. If you cannot

see the image well, use the link provided so that you can zoom in more clearly.

Source: Scene with signs for White Clinic and Mexican & Colored Clinic waiting rooms, Houston Public Library, Digital Archives,
https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/images/id/4237/rec/10

See: What do you see? What stands | Think: What do you think is going Wonder: What does the image
out? on? Why? make you wonder?
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https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/images/id/4237/rec/10

Court Case Graphic Organizer
Directions: Use the primary and secondary sources provided to fill out the graphic organizer.

Mendez v. Westminster Delgado v. Bastrop ISD

Year

State

What is the issue
of the case?

What was the
court’s decision?

How did this
impact Mexican
Americans?

Why do you think using the legal system is an important strategy for fighting for civil rights?

ST C3TEACHERS () DO

COLLEGE CAREER & CIVIC LIFE Grant, Lee, and SWan, 2014



Excerpts from Mendez v. Westminster Conclusion & Judgement (1947)

15 ! "The equal protection of the laws" pertaining to the

16 | public school system in California is not provided by fur-

—
2

nishing in separate schools the same technicel facllities,

—
®

text books and courses of instruction to children of ilfexican

19 | ancestry that are availsble to the other public school chil-
20 .| dren regardless of their ancestry. A paramount requisite
L in the American system of public education is social equalityi.

o
(&1

It must be open to all children by unified school association)

I
17

regardless of lineage.

% } We think that under the record before us the only

[
A

tenable ground upon which segregation practices in the de-

1
=4

fendant school districts can be defended lies in the English

| language deficiencies of some of the children of Mexican

%]
7]

ancestry as they enter elementary public school 1life as

beginners. But even such sltuations do not justify the

s { general and continuous segregation in separate schools of

i L the children of Mexlcan ancestry from the rest of the ele-

. % mentary school population as has been shown to be the practicq

o | -

| _ e [

16 | . It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that
17 the regulations, customs, usages end practices of defendants
18 and each of them segregating persons and pupils of Latin.
19 and Mexican descent in separate schools within the respec-
20 tive school districts of defendants and each of them in the
21 City of Santa Ana, California, and elsewhere in the County
22 of Orange, State of California, are asnd each of them is
23 arbitrary and diseriminatory and in violation of plaintiffs:
24 | constitutional rights end illegal and void.
2 A And it is further ordered, adjudged and decresed
% |thet the defendants and each of them are hereby permanently
2 |restrained and enjoined from segregating persons and pupils
2 in the elementary schools of the defendant school districts,
2 respectively, of Latin or Mexican descent in separate
40 schools within the respective school districts of the de-
#  lfendants and each of ‘them within the City of Santa Ana,
22 California, and elsewhers in the Goﬁnty of Orange, State of
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Source: National Archives via DocsTeach

Excerpt from Delgado v. Bastrop ISD Judgement (1948)

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREFD that:

1. This action by plaintiffs is a representative class sction on behalf
of themselves and of all pupils of Nexican or other Latin American descent, and
the action has been properly brought as such elass action pwrsuant to law,

2, The regulations,custors, usages, and practices of the defendents,
Bastrop Independent School Distriet of Bastrop County, et al, and each of them in
so far as they or any of them have segregated pupils of Hexican or other Letin
American descent in separate classes and sbhools within the respective school
districts of the defendsnt school districts heretofore set forth are, and each of
them 1s, arbitrary and discriminatory and in viclation of plaimtiff's constitutional
rights as guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Comstitution of the United

States, and are illegal,

Rice, Ben H. [Judgment, Minerva Delgado et al vs. Bastrop Independent School District - 1948-06-15], legal document, June 15, 1948;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth248859/m1/3/: accessed July 20, 2023), University of North Texas Libraries, The
Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Houston Metropolitan Research Center at Houston Public Library.
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https://www.docsteach.org/documents?filter_searchterm=Gonzalo+Mendez+et+al.+v.+Westminster+School+District+of+Orange+County+et+al.&searchType=exact&filterEras=&filterDocTypes=&sortby=popularity&filter_order=&filter_order_Dir=&rt=WcY9tBGsUd6q
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth248859/m1/3/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/

SOAPS: The Role of LULAC Graphic Organizer

LULAC: League of United Latin American Citizens. Largest and oldest Hispanic and Latin-American civil rights
organization in the United States. LULAC played a huge role in the fight to end school segregation.

Minutes from LULAC Supreme

Letter to LULAC Members ) .
Council Meeting

Speaker: Who wrote
this document?

Occasion: When and
where was the
document written?
What else was going on
at that time?

Audience: Who was
this written for?

Purpose: Why was it
written?

Significance: How does
this document relate to
ending school
segregation for
Mexican Americans?

Why do you think the involvement of civil rights/political organizations is important?
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Letter from John J. Herrera to LULAC Members, 1952

. /%-‘//J_L

OFFICES OF THE
NATIONAL PRESIDENT

v TO ALL NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND LOCAL LULAC OFFICERS AND
T0 AL LULAC MEMBERS: GREETINGS:

I have just completed a tour of New Mexico and West Texas and
met with all but one of the active Lulac Councils in New Mexico, I
bring you greetings from all of the Lulac Councils in New Mexico and
report to you that the outlook for a great Lulac future in New Mexico
is good and that preparations are underway for our 24th National
Convention at Santa Fe, New Mexico, June 12th, 13th and 1llith as
gnnounced to me by Mike Trujillo, Tulac Regional Governor for New

exicos

During my visits to the various councils, I could not help but
notice that all members were greatly interested in the approaching
national elections November 4th, Although we are not a political
organization as such we do encouirage our members to buy their poll
tax or register in order to be able to vote for the candidate of
their choice. I realize that both the Republican and Democratic
parties have concentrated attention on the Latin American voter this
year, I think all of us are intelligent enough to decide the issues
for ourselves and cast a vote that will continue the increasing bene=
fits that we have had in recent years, not only in the fileds of
labor and industry, but in the recent decisions of our courts as well,
So whatever the Candidate or party of your choice, don't forget to
vote November 4th,

It is with great regret that I further announce to you that
our rights as American Citizens have again been challenged by the
Pecos School Board, They have announced that a new school will be
built in the "Mexican Section" for Mexicans, At our recent meeting
of the Lulac Supreme Council held October 12th at E1l Paso, Texas
after a long discussion it was decided unanimously to file suit im-
mediately against the Pecos School District to enjoin them from build=
ing the proposed Segregated Mexican Schoole

The Supreme Council decided that the proposal to build such a
school by the School officials of Pecos, Texas is contrary ta the
Federal Court decision in the Delgado case at Austin, Texas in June
1948, and that we must fight to solidify our gains made against
segregation of our children in the Texas Public Schools by going inte
court if necessary against any school officials who seek by subter=
fuge to circumvent the purpose of the Delgado Decision.

It was voted that funds should be solicited from all Lulac
Councilg and members either on a voluntary or an assessment basis,
The method of raising this fund therefore is left up to-your Lulac
Council and members, &An immediate emergency fund of $2,500,00 is
needed NOW} Make checks payable to SCHOOL-ANTi-SEGREGATfON FUND,

A1l District Governors are hereby authorized to receive contributions
which should in turn be mailed to Gilbert Gomez, Jr., Lulac National

Treasurer, 710 Scanlan Bldg., Houston 2, Texas. A brief on the Pecos
Segregate& School will be sent to you soone

As your National President, I earnesfly solicit your help
against this vicious challenge to the future well being of all of our

children.
Fraternally yoursy
oﬂﬁﬂélj 2 AN —
J J

NATIONAE PRESIDENT OF LULAC

Herrera, John J. [Letter from John J. Herrera to LULAC members - 1952-10-24], letter, October 24, 1952;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250443/m1/1/?q=mexican%20school: accessed July 20, 2023), University of North

Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Houston Metropolitan Research Center at Houston
Public Library.
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Minutes from LULAC Supreme Council Meeting, 1953

Our Committee decided not to waste any time with the School Board and planned
for a hearing before the Commissioner of Education on April 20, 1953. Brother
Pinedo very highly commended President Herrera, First Vice President Albert
Armondariz (who headed the Committee together with Brother Pinedo), Past Nat'l
President George Garza, Attorney Gus Garcia, and last but by no means least,

Dr. George I. Sanchez professor of the University of Texas who very volub.ly
gtated the plan of the Board for the proposed school and the obvious outcome
that would develop from the undertaking of such a plan. He left them speechless!

Three major accomplishments were made as a result of this hearing,

1) The Pecos School Board agreed to discontinue two segregated schools.

2) The Commissioner ordered the Board not to increase the grade on the
nev school under consiruction before consulting his office.

3) The Board is to submit to Brothers Pinedo and Armendariz a complete
scholastic census on vhich recormendations for changes in the present
zoning plan will be made.

Nat'l
At this time, Junior/Vice President Mike Herrera walked in and was introduced
by his father, President Herrera.

At 1:00 p.m., on motion duly made, seconded and carried, the Supreme Council
recessed until 2:00 p.m.

2

“(Virgini® Ochoa, Acting Sec'y for Presi-
dent Herrera)

Ochoa, Virginia. [Minutes from the LULAC Supreme Council Meeting - 1953-05-17], text, May 17, 1953;

(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250380/m1/5/?q=pecos%20school%20board: accessed July 20, 2023), University of

North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Houston Metropolitan Research Center at
Houston Public Library.

&% C3 TEACHERS @ @O

COLLEGE CAREE
\ V' R &CIVIC LIFE Grant, Lee, and Swan, 2014

10


https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250380/m1/5/?q=pecos%20school%20board
https://texashistory.unt.edu/

Segregation in California: Separate Schools for Mexicans and Whites
PBS Video Guiding Questions

Directions: As you watch the video, answer the following questions. Make sure to pause/rewatch when needed!

1. In what ways did Jessica Alba’s great-grandfather and his family experience segregation in
California?

2. Why did some members of Jessica Alba’s family go to the Mexican school, while others
went to the White school? What connection can you make to Sylvia Mendez’s account in
the NPR audio interview?

3. How did Jessica Alba’s great-grandfather fight back?

4. Why do you think the Mexican school in Claremont included lessons on Mexican history
and taught Spanish reading and writing?

5. How was Jessica Alba’s great-grandfather’s method of fighting back against segregation
different from the other two methods you have learned about?
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https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest

