
Before Brown v. Board of Education:

Mexican Americans’ Fight Against School Segregation

Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™

Compelling
Question

What strategies did Mexican Americans use to fight back against school segregation before the landmark
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court case?

Standards and
Practices

U.S. History

USH.22A Identify and analyze methods of expanding the right to participate in the democratic process,
including lobbying, non‐violent protesting, litigation, and amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

Mexican American Studies

(4) History. The student understands the causes and impact of the Mexican American civil rights movement
from the 1930s to 1975. The student is expected to:

● (A) explain the significance of the following events as turning points relevant to Mexican American
history: U.S. entry into World War II, Bracero Program, Longoria Affair, Operation Wetback,
Hernández v. Texas, Brown v. Board of Education, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of
1965, Farmworkers strike and boycott, and establishment of La Raza Unida Party;

Staging the
Question

1. Before students enter, have copies of the See, Think, Wonder Worksheet (page 4 of this document) set

out at each table

2. Project the image: Scene with signs for White Clinic and Mexican & Colored Clinic waiting rooms for

students

a. A downloaded version is included on the worksheet, however it is not very high quality so I

suggest either giving students the link or projecting the photo from the link so that students

can zoom in

3. Have students complete the “see” section of the chart, share with a partner or their table, then choose

a few students to share out with the whole class

a. Repeat this with the “think” and “wonder” sections

Possible Transition: As you can see, Mexican Americans were also segregated from White Americans in public

spaces such as doctor’s offices, restaurants, pools, schools. You have probably learned about the ways African

Americans fought back against segregation and the landmark Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Education,

which officially ended school segregation across the United States. Less known is how Mexican Americans also

fought back against school segregation using similar methods of litigation and support from civil rights

organizations. In this lesson, we are going to learn how Mexican Americans fought to end school segregation

before Brown v. Board officially declared school segregation based on race unconstitutional across the country.

Supporting

Question 1

Supporting

Question 2

Supporting

Question 3
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https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/images/id/4237/rec/10


What role did court cases such as Mendez
v. Westminster and Delgado v. Bastrop ISD

play in ending school segregation for
Mexican Americans?

What role did the civil rights organization,
LULAC, play in ending school segregation

for Mexican Americans?

What other ways did Mexican
Americans fight back against school

segregation?

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Students will complete the court case
graphic organizer as they read/listen to

each source.

Students will SOAPS as they look over
the primary source documents.

Students will answer the guiding
questions while they watch the video.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Court Case Graphic Organizer (Page 5 of

this document)

NPR audio with Sylvia Mendez: “No

Mexicans Allowed: School Segregation in

the Southwest”

Primary sources from each court case, on

pages 6-7 of this document

Newsela Article on Delgado v. Bastrop ISD

(All HISD teachers have access to Newsela

and can change the text reading level)

For extra support in understanding the

rulings of each case, have students check

the “Case Summary” and “Decision” on

Oyez for each case.

Mendez v. Westminster

Delgado v. Bastrop ISD

SOAPS: The Role of LULAC Graphic
Organizer (Page 8 of this document)

LULAC Letter and Meeting Minutes, on
pages 9-10 of this document

Segregation in California: Separate

Schools for Mexicans and Whites

Guiding Questions (Page 11 of this

document)

PBS video with Jessica Alba:

Segregation in California: Separate

Schools for Mexicans and Whites

Summative

Performance Task

Argument

Question: What strategies were most useful to Mexican Americans fighting against school
segregation in places like California and Texas? Why were these strategies effective?

Directions: Write a one paragraph response to the question above using evidence from the
primary and secondary sources provided.

Possible Addition: Have students share their paragraph with a partner.
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https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest
https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest
https://www.npr.org/2017/03/17/520576416/no-mexicans-allowed-school-segregation-in-the-southwest
https://newsela.com/read/lib-texas-court-delgado-v-bastrop-isd/id/2001033881/?preventRedirect=true
https://oyezoyezohyay.org/mendez-v-westminster-1946/
https://oyezoyezohyay.org/delgado-v-bastrop-1948/
https://houstonpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.ca-seg/segregation-in-california-separate-schools-for-mexicans-and-whites/
https://houstonpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.ca-seg/segregation-in-california-separate-schools-for-mexicans-and-whites/


Extension

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think education was such an important issue within the fight for civil

rights?

2. How does this topic relate to African Americans’ fight for civil rights? What

similarities and differences do you notice?

Taking Informed
Action

Understand: What issues are still present today for Mexican Americans and other Latino Americans in
education?

Assess: What groups or organizations are fighting against these issues? What strategies are they using? Are
they having success?

Act: Bring attention to the issue you found, contact civil rights groups, elected officials, etc. to have your
voice heard on the issue.
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Image Analysis: See, Think, Wonder: Use the image to complete the chart below. If you cannot

see the image well, use the link provided so that you can zoom in more clearly.

Source: Scene with signs for White Clinic and Mexican & Colored Clinic waiting rooms, Houston Public Library, Digital Archives,

https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/images/id/4237/rec/10

See: What do you see? What stands
out?

Think: What do you think is going
on? Why?

Wonder: What does the image
make you wonder?
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Court Case Graphic Organizer
Directions: Use the primary and secondary sources provided to fill out the graphic organizer.

Mendez v. Westminster Delgado v. Bastrop ISD

Year

State

What is the issue
of the case?

What was the
court’s decision?

How did this
impact Mexican

Americans?

Why do you think using the legal system is an important strategy for fighting for civil rights?
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Excerpts from Mendez v. Westminster Conclusion & Judgement (1947)

Grant, Lee, and Swan, 2014

6



Source: National Archives via DocsTeach

Excerpt from Delgado v. Bastrop ISD Judgement (1948)

Rice, Ben H. [Judgment, Minerva Delgado et al vs. Bastrop Independent School District - 1948-06-15], legal document, June 15, 1948;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth248859/m1/3/: accessed July 20, 2023), University of North Texas Libraries, The
Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Houston Metropolitan Research Center at Houston Public Library.
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https://www.docsteach.org/documents?filter_searchterm=Gonzalo+Mendez+et+al.+v.+Westminster+School+District+of+Orange+County+et+al.&searchType=exact&filterEras=&filterDocTypes=&sortby=popularity&filter_order=&filter_order_Dir=&rt=WcY9tBGsUd6q
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth248859/m1/3/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


SOAPS: The Role of LULAC Graphic Organizer

LULAC: League of United Latin American Citizens. Largest and oldest Hispanic and Latin-American civil rights

organization in the United States. LULAC played a huge role in the fight to end school segregation.

Letter to LULAC Members
Minutes from LULAC Supreme

Council Meeting

Speaker: Who wrote
this document?

Occasion: When and
where was the

document written?
What else was going on

at that time?

Audience: Who was
this written for?

Purpose: Why was it
written?

Significance: How does
this document relate to

ending school
segregation for

Mexican Americans?

Why do you think the involvement of civil rights/political organizations is important?
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Letter from John J. Herrera to LULAC Members, 1952

Herrera, John J. [Letter from John J. Herrera to LULAC members - 1952-10-24], letter, October 24, 1952;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250443/m1/1/?q=mexican%20school: accessed July 20, 2023), University of North
Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Houston Metropolitan Research Center at Houston
Public Library.
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https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250443/m1/1/?q=mexican%20school
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


Minutes from LULAC Supreme Council Meeting, 1953

Ochoa, Virginia. [Minutes from the LULAC Supreme Council Meeting - 1953-05-17], text, May 17, 1953;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250380/m1/5/?q=pecos%20school%20board: accessed July 20, 2023), University of
North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Houston Metropolitan Research Center at
Houston Public Library.
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https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth250380/m1/5/?q=pecos%20school%20board
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


Segregation in California: Separate Schools for Mexicans and Whites

PBS Video Guiding Questions

Directions: As you watch the video, answer the following questions. Make sure to pause/rewatch when needed!

1. In what ways did Jessica Alba’s great-grandfather and his family experience segregation in

California?

2. Why did some members of Jessica Alba’s family go to the Mexican school, while others

went to the White school? What connection can you make to Sylvia Mendez’s account in

the NPR audio interview?

3. How did Jessica Alba’s great-grandfather fight back?

4. Why do you think the Mexican school in Claremont included lessons on Mexican history

and taught Spanish reading and writing?

5. How was Jessica Alba’s great-grandfather’s method of fighting back against segregation

different from the other two methods you have learned about?
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