
 

 Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™ 

Compelling 
Question 

 
To what extent did settlement houses support urban residents?  

 

TEKS Standards  

 
● 13(B) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from 

immigration to the United States. 
● 3(C) analyze social issues affecting women, minorities, children, immigrants, and 

urbanization.  
● 5(B) evaluate the impact of reform leaders such as Jane Addams on American society 

 
● 28(A) analyze primary and secondary sources to acquire information to answer 

historical questions 
● 28(B) analyze information by…identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing 

and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making 
predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions 

 

AP US History 
Standards 

 
6.2 The migrations that accompanied industrialization transformed both urban and rural areas 
of the United States and caused dramatic social and cultural change. 

I. International and internal migration increased urban populations and fostered the 
growth of a new urban culture. 

A. As cities became areas of economic growth featuring new factories and 
businesses, they attracted immigrants from Asia and from southern and 
eastern Europe, as well as African American migrants within and out of the 
South. Many migrants moved to escape poverty, religious persecution, and 
limited opportunities for social mobility in their home countries or regions. 
B. Urban neighborhoods based on particular ethnicities, races, and classes 
provided new cultural opportunities for city dwellers. 

 
6.3 The Gilded Age produced new cultural and intellectual movements, public reform efforts, 
and political debates over economic and social policies. 

II. Dramatic social changes in the period inspired political debates over citizenship, 
corruption, and the proper relationship between business and government. 

B. Many women sought greater equality with men, often joining voluntary 
organizations, going to college, promoting social and political reform, and, like 
Jane Addams, working in settlement houses to help immigrants adapt to U.S. 
language and customs. 

 

Staging the 
Question 

 
Students explore Norwood Viviano’s art installation called “Cities: Departure and Deviation” 
using an I See, I Think, I Wonder protocol. Share with peers and/or the class.  
 

Supporting Question 1  Supporting Question 2  Supporting Question 3  

https://www.norwoodviviano.com/cities-departure-and-deviation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z44uDMsQBYV3Eb_2dwSByzmKS7As1Ujq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103488959298990568967&rtpof=true&sd=true


Why were immigrants and 

migrants coming to Houston in 

the 1880s-1920s? 

What challenges were urban 

residents facing in the early 

1900s?  

What were settlement houses 

used for? 

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task 

Students use a synthesis table (see 
page 1) to analyze the featured 
sources then answer the supporting 
question at the bottom.   

Students complete the first row of the 
modified ESP chart (see below) and 

then summarize the challenges.  

Then, in the second row, students 
propose solutions to improve or 

eliminate these challenges. 

Students complete an Issues-
Solution chart (see below) using 

the featured sources.They can also 
include issues they noted in their 

ESP chart. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Source 1 (online map) 

1891 Houston, Texas (Looking 
South) 

 

Source 2 (see excerpt below)  

Constitutionalists In Full Retreat To 
Border, Houston Post, September 

29, 1913 

 

Source 3 (online or excerpt below) 

Immigration and Relocation in U.S. 
History: Polish/Russian 

Source 1 (online or below) 

An Open Letter To City Fathers, 
The Houston Informer, February 

23, 1924 

 

Source 2 (excerpt below) 

The Austin Daily Statesman, 
January 30, 1913  

 

Source 3 (Online or text below) 

Tenements and Toil LOC  

Source 1 (online) 

Heart of the Community, Houston 
Post, February 11, 1912  

 

Source 2 (excerpt below) 

Felix Fraga interview, August 6, 
2011 
 

Source 3 (below) 
Social Service Bureau Puts On A 

Colored Drive, The Houston 
Informer, March 1921 

Summative  

Performance Task  

Argument 
Students address the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence within 
the form of an LEQ (Long Essay Question) or SAQ (Short Answer Question).   

Extension 
1. Make a list of issues that you see in the community presently 
2. Use the Understanding Houston website to explore one of these topics. 
3. Complete the Issue Profile (see last page).  

Taking Informed 
Action 

Students can have a gallery walk showcasing their Issue Profiles. They can find an organization to 
volunteer with, especially if they need volunteer hours.  

  

https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=46534937
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=46534937
https://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Maps/imgZ.html?img=img18
https://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Maps/imgZ.html?img=img18
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth604222/m1/1/zoom/?q=pancho%20villa&resolution=3.0504504908374708&lat=4927.382852928342&lon=2332.9324239909656
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth604222/m1/1/zoom/?q=pancho%20villa&resolution=3.0504504908374708&lat=4927.382852928342&lon=2332.9324239909656
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth604222/m1/1/zoom/?q=pancho%20villa&resolution=3.0504504908374708&lat=4927.382852928342&lon=2332.9324239909656
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/polish-russian/a-people-at-risk/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/polish-russian/a-people-at-risk/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth523881/m1/1/zoom/?q=%22Bethlehem%20Settlement%22%20date:1915-1939&resolution=3.938247498329598&lat=4802.171360196181&lon=2462.2867804748007
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth523881/m1/1/zoom/?q=%22Bethlehem%20Settlement%22%20date:1915-1939&resolution=3.938247498329598&lat=4802.171360196181&lon=2462.2867804748007
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth523881/m1/1/zoom/?q=%22Bethlehem%20Settlement%22%20date:1915-1939&resolution=3.938247498329598&lat=4802.171360196181&lon=2462.2867804748007
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1443045/m1/10/zoom/?q=%22Texas%20State%20Conference%20of%20Charities%20and%20Corrections%22&resolution=1.7638357615209903&lat=4762.567717046422&lon=2259.9039306039163
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1443045/m1/10/zoom/?q=%22Texas%20State%20Conference%20of%20Charities%20and%20Corrections%22&resolution=1.7638357615209903&lat=4762.567717046422&lon=2259.9039306039163
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/italian/tenements-and-toil/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/italian/tenements-and-toil/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth605138/m1/48/zoom/?q=%22sybil%20campbell%22%20settlement%20date:1910-1950&resolution=0.7470466914014177&lat=931.8497628719679&lon=483.8246931140899
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth605138/m1/48/zoom/?q=%22sybil%20campbell%22%20settlement%20date:1910-1950&resolution=0.7470466914014177&lat=931.8497628719679&lon=483.8246931140899
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth523872/m1/5/zoom/?q=%22Bethlehem%20Settlement%22%20date:1915-1939&resolution=2.9582503963813642&lat=5902.481506091165&lon=1783.9697281097044
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth523872/m1/5/zoom/?q=%22Bethlehem%20Settlement%22%20date:1915-1939&resolution=2.9582503963813642&lat=5902.481506091165&lon=1783.9697281097044
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth523872/m1/5/zoom/?q=%22Bethlehem%20Settlement%22%20date:1915-1939&resolution=2.9582503963813642&lat=5902.481506091165&lon=1783.9697281097044
https://www.understandinghouston.org/topic/health/access-to-healthcare#overview


Question 1 Source 2 
Page View

 
Excerpt:

 
Question 1  



Source 3 Excerpt 
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Source 1  



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Question 2  
Source 2 

 
 

Question 2  
Source 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 2  
  



Question 2 
Source 3 

 



Question 2 
Modified ESP Chart (Original) 

 
Think about how your primary sources tie into economic issues (e.g., impacts wages, trade, standard of living, 
etc.), social issues (e.g., impacts class, race, gender, etc.), and political issues (e.g., impacts lawmaking, public 
policy, voting, etc.). Fill in your observations & reflections in the first row.  

 

Economic Social Political 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Summarize:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43508530


Question 3 
Source 2 

 
“I was born on October 30, 1929, the day after the stock market crash - Black Tuesday…One time we lived in a 
tenement house. It was jokingly called Rice Hotel because Rice Hotel was THE prime hotel back then in those 
days. And that [tenement] didn’t have indoor plumbing. We had water for the sink, but no indoor restrooms. 
 
…I started going to Rusk Settlement when I was three or four and I never stopped. They recruited us for a 
preschool program before we went to kindergarten. I tell people that if you are going to be born poor, try to be 
born as close as you can to a settlement house. It was the center of life in the community… 
 
When I went to daycare, I remember that when it was cold they would give us a sweater to put on, but at the 
end of the day they’d take it back. They knew if we took them home, we’d never bring them back because we 
were all from big families and we were so poor… 
 
During the Depression, the best meal of the day for us kids was always at Rusk. Sometimes it was the only 
meal of the day…” 

 
- Felix Fraga interview, August 6, 2011 

 
  



Question 3 Source 3 

  



Question 3 
Issue Program/Solution Chart 

 

Issue  Settlement House Program 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  



CONTEMPORARY ISSUE PROFILE FOR HOUSTON, TEXAS 

 

ISSUE INTRODUCTION 

Describe the issue and why it matters to you.  

 

POPULATION  

Describe the characteristics of the population most affected by this issue. Consider their geography, race, 

income, education, gender, and other relevant factors.   

 

CHALLENGES & RISK FACTORS 

Describe what makes the issue an even greater problem for these populations.  

 

GOAL 

What is the desired outcome of dealing with this issue?  

 

ORGANIZATIONS & PROGRAMS 

Look for a local organization that is tackling this issue. Explore their website and programs. Summarize your 

findings here by stating the organization, its mission, relevant programs, and any other factors relevant to how 

they are trying to tackle this issue. 

 

HOW TO HELP 

Provide information to those who are interested in supporting the organization with these programs. What do 

they need? Consider these questions as well: How do you sign up to help? What do you do as a volunteer? Do 

they need frequent or event volunteers? What skills are helpful?  

 


