
 Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™ 

 Compelling 
 Ques�on 

 How was African-American dance ar�stry influenced by the shi�s taking place in American society during 
 the Civil Rights Era? What elements of dance were prevalent and how were they manipulated to reflect the 
 Civil Rights Era? 

 Standards and 
 Prac�ces 

 AAS.14B  describe how various African American expressions of dance forms such as tap dance, step dance, 
 hip hop, and modern dance and the contribu�ons of African American dancers such as the Dance Theatre 
 of Harlem, Katherine Dunham, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, Alvin Ailey, and Misty Copeland have contributed 
 to the shared iden�ty of various groups; 

 AAS.14F  describe how characteris�cs of African American history and culture have been reflected in 
 various genres of art, music, film, theatre, visual arts, and dance. 

 DANCE.IV.4A  evaluate choreography in dances from various cultures or historical periods; 

 DANCE.IV.5B  create and reconstruct a choreographic study using varied media and environment 

 Staging the 
 Ques�on 

 View video clips of contemporary dance pieces reflec�ng the Civil Right Era; 1954-1968. 

 Source A:  The Ge�n' (2014)  Source A Video 

 Source B:  CRM and Dance  Source B Video 

 Suppor�ng 

 Ques�on 1 

 Suppor�ng 

 Ques�on 2 

 Suppor�ng 

 Ques�on 3 

 Who were prominent African-American 
 dance ar�sts during the Civil Right 

 Movement and where were the ar�sts seen 
 performing? 

 What was a theme reflected in Black 
 dance during the Civil Rights movement 

 and how were the elements of dance 
 portrayed during the Civil Rights 

 Movement? 

 Were the dance ar�sts successful in their 
 efforts as performa�ve Civil Rights 

 ac�vists? Would their work enlighten you 
 to support or oppose Civil Rights for all? 

 Why or why not? 

 Forma�ve 

 Performance Task 

 Forma�ve 

 Performance Task 

 Forma�ve 

 Performance Task 

 Create a Venn Diagram comparing 
 different dance ar�sts during the Civil 

 Rights Movement. Include who they were, 
 their background, why they 

 danced/choreographed, and where they 
 danced. 

 Using the Elements of Dance, analyze 
 videos of dance during the Civil Rights 
 Movement. Indicate examples of ALL 

 elements of dance seen in each video. 

 Write a dance cri�c about one ar�st 
 and their work. Be sure to include their 

 impact on the Civil Rights Movement 
 and how they were successful. 

 Featured Sources  Featured Sources  Featured Sources 

 Source A:  Black Dance: From 1619 to 
 Today by Lynne Fauley Emery. Ch.9 

 Source B:  15 Black Dancers 

 Elements of Dance 

 Source A:  Ailey Video (Black Belt) 

 Source B:  Primus Video (Strange  Fruit) 

 Elements of Dance 

 Source A:  Pearl Primus Video 

 Source B:  Ailey and The CRM 
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https://artsandculture.google.com/story/PgXxGSJZ8CTeLg
https://youtu.be/k6_ppEyo_Ec
https://arts.ncsu.edu/teaching-civil-rights-history-through-dance/
https://youtu.be/0qjNqlrOC8w
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/music-entertainers/15-black-dancers-who-changed-american-dance/
https://canvas.houstonisd.org/courses/273/files/folder/Curriculum/Secondary/Fine%20Arts/Dance/Dance%20MS%201/Resources/Posters?preview=7667074
https://youtu.be/178DQmnwadg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38JoSbk3S3o&pp=ygUacGVhcmwgcHJpbXVzIHN0cmFuZ2UgZnJ1aXQ%3D
https://canvas.houstonisd.org/courses/273/files/folder/Curriculum/Secondary/Fine%20Arts/Dance/Dance%20MS%201/Resources/Posters?preview=7667074
https://youtu.be/PGgQrjLORZ0
https://www.anothermag.com/design-living/13811/jamila-wignot-on-her-alvin-ailey-documentary


 Source C:  Ailey pg 1  ;  Ailey pg 2 

 Source D:  Primus 

 Summa�ve 

 Performance Task 

 Argument 

 Students will be able to analyze Civil Rights Movement from the African American ar�s�c 
 lense. They will discover how ar�sts such as Alvin Ailey and Pearl Primus advocated for Civil 
 Rights with their art, and through their dancers. With that, they will be able to create work 
 based on a Social Jus�ce issue of their choosing. 

 Extension 

 Using the lesson and resources as inspira�on, create a 2-3 minute solo that reflects a social 
 jus�ce issue of your choosing. Your submission must include a 2 paragraph synopsis of the 
 topic, and a song or poem that directly reflects the Social Jus�ce issue. At the conclusion of 
 performing your dance, be prepared to answer clarifiying ques�ons surrounding your topic. 

 Taking Informed 
 Ac�on 

 My desire is for this lesson to lead to a student showcase in the community. It will be in collaboar�on with 
 our art students. The program will be designed to use art as a means for students to speak out against 
 Social Jus�ce and Civil Rights issues that impact their personal lives. 

 Grant, Lee, and Swan, 2014 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn79000083/1963-07-27/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn79000083/1963-07-27/ed-1/seq-8/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84021918/1963-01-18/ed-1/seq-2/
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