
Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™

Compelling
Question

How should events of independence be celebrated?

Standards and
Practices

(7) State and federal laws mandate a variety of celebrations and observances, including Celebrate Freedom Week.

(A) Each social studies class shall include, during Celebrate Freedom Week as provided under the TEC, §29.907, or
during another full school week as determined by the board of trustees of a school district, appropriate
instruction concerning the intent, meaning, and importance of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, in their historical contexts. The study of the Declaration of Independence
must include the study of the relationship of the ideas expressed in that document to subsequent American history,
including the relationship of its ideas to the rich diversity of our people as a nation of immigrants, the American
Revolution, the formulation of the U.S. Constitution, and the abolitionist movement, which led to the
Emancipation Proclamation and the women's suffrage movement.

(12) Culture. The student understands the development of African American culture and society and the impact of shared
identities and differing experiences. The student is expected to:

(A) analyze the impact of assimilation, stereotypes, de facto practices, and oppression on the lives of African Americans;

(B) analyze ways in which African Americans have retained cultural identity over time while adapting to and contributing to
mainstream American culture; and

(C) analyze the various cultural practices that have shaped the individual and collective identity of African Americans over time
to understand shared and differing experiences.

(10) Government. The student understands the African American pursuit of full citizenship over time. The student is expected to:

(A) analyze the relationship between African Americans and other groups in terms of conflict and cooperation in the pursuit of
individual freedoms and civil rights

(9) Government. The student understands the significant impact of political decisions on African Americans throughout history.
The student is expected to:

(A) compare the effects of revolutionary ideologies on political perspectives of African Americans such as life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness;

(B) explain the regional perspectives toward political rights of African American men and women from the early years of the
republic through 1877;

(C) analyze the impact of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution and the effects on African American
men and women between 1877 and 1920;

Staging the
Question

Teacher will facilitate a classroom discussion on Independence Day as a national holiday and its meaning
from 1776 to present day. Together, you will organize the ideas and come up with 2 major themes to
summarize the holiday.  The class will then watch a brief news segment on Juneteenth, and follow with a
discussion on how Juneteenth fits into the discussed themes of Independence Day.

Supporting

Question 1

Supporting

Question 2

Supporting

Question 3

What were the ESPN* roots of
American Independence and the
Emancipation Proclamation?

E = economic $
S = social (people/culture)
P = political (power/government)
N = nature (environment/geography)

Is independence more of a
political act, or social benefit?

How has Emancipation Day
(Juneteenth) been viewed in
public media?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIbL7KehMSE


Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Generate-Sort-Connect-Elaborate

A routine for organizing one’s
understanding of a topic through

concept mapping.

Projecting Across Time

A routine for understanding a topic
(e.g. ideas, phenomena, problems)

across a broad span of time reaching
backward into the past, and forward

into the future.

Topic: Independence

Venn Diagram

comparing the 2 sources focusing
on finding context and tone, etc…

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Declaration of Independence (docs
teach): (transcript)

Emancipation Proclamation (docs teach):
(transcript)

Fort Worth Gazette 1891 Superfluous
Gratitude

Fort Worth 1887 Emancipation
Celebration

Dallas Express 1921 Emancipation Day
Events

Summative

Performance Task

Argument

Students will create a visual timeline on the history of independence, focusing on events that
gave different social groups increased freedoms and how they have been publicly celebrated.
Students will conduct research and each choose 5 events to represent with an image and
paragraph on their timeline.

Extension
Write a persuasive essay on an event that deserves to become a holiday.

Taking Informed
Action

Students will organize school wide celebrations of Juneteenth and participate in community celebrations of
freedom.

http://www.pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Generate-Sort-Connect-Elaborate_0.pdf
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Projecting%20Across%20Time.pdf
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/the-declaration-of-independence
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/the-declaration-of-independence
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation?_ga=2.64504943.1721233540.1658154740-2046950761.1638719027
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86071158/1891-06-19/ed-1/seq-4/#date1=1865&index=1&date2=1963&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=black+Emancipation+emancipation+freedom+independ+Independence+independent+Jubilee&proxdistance=5&state=Texas&rows=20&ortext=emancipation%2C+jubilee%2C+freedom%2C+black+independence&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86071158/1891-06-19/ed-1/seq-4/#date1=1865&index=1&date2=1963&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=black+Emancipation+emancipation+freedom+independ+Independence+independent+Jubilee&proxdistance=5&state=Texas&rows=20&ortext=emancipation%2C+jubilee%2C+freedom%2C+black+independence&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86064205/1887-06-21/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1865&index=0&date2=1963&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=black+Black+emancipation+Emancipation+freedom+jubilee&proxdistance=5&state=Texas&rows=20&ortext=emancipation%2C+jubilee%2C+freedom%2C+black+independence&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86064205/1887-06-21/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1865&index=0&date2=1963&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=black+Black+emancipation+Emancipation+freedom+jubilee&proxdistance=5&state=Texas&rows=20&ortext=emancipation%2C+jubilee%2C+freedom%2C+black+independence&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/data/batches/txdn_audi_ver01/data/sn83025779/00200296989/1921062501/0202.pdf
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/data/batches/txdn_audi_ver01/data/sn83025779/00200296989/1921062501/0202.pdf


 Pre-reading:
1. What is the meaning of 

“superfluous gratitude?”
2. How do you think this will 

influence the tone of the passage?





Name: _____________________________ Source: 
_________________________________________
1. As you read the source, list 

examples of each 
characteristic

Economic:

Social:

Political:

Nature: (where, when)

2. Sort your examples by importance to the purpose of the document

Most important Somewhat important Least important

3. Connect examples into ideas
What commonalities do you notice among the most important examples?

How could you summarize these examples into one central idea?

4. Elaborate using central ideas shared within your class
Declaration of Independence central ideas:
1.  
2.  
3.  
Emancipation Proclamation central ideas:
1.  
2.  
3.



IndependenceSocial

Explain: What you already 
know/experience about independence.

Analyze: How has independence 
played out in the past? 

Infer: How will independence play 
out in the future?

 

Political

Explain: What you already 
know/experience about independence.

Analyze: How has independence 
played out in the past? 

Infer: How will independence play 
out in the future?

 

Please complete this box last.

Would you describe the author’s 
interpretation of independence as 
more social or political? 
Use evidence from the article.

Has your understanding of 
independence changed over time? If 
so, how have you noticed this 
change? 
If not, how do you think 
independence is most widely 
interpreted in the United States, 
socially or politically?



Source 1 Source 2:

Before you read, create two questions you want answered from the newspaper articles. 
1.
2.

Title: Title:

Location: Location:

Time: Time:

Tone: Tone:

● ●

● ●

●

●

●

After you have read, please choose one of your pre-reading questions to answer. What is your main takeaway from the articles?  
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